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                              PUBLICATION 

Brought to you by                             

Barbie Arms & Michael Burnaugh, hosted by ausxip.com
www.ausxip.com Exciting News! WE ARE LIVE!

                            “Ties That Bind” Season 1 Episode 20 

The inception of Xena Prop House is based on a passion for discovery and joy in collecting Xena and Hercules weaponry, wardrobe, production and set dressing items.  Collecting props has quickly grown between faithful Xena* Hercules fans and we would like to challenge you to enter into our world of prop collecting.  We welcome you to collaborate with our forum, contribute your personal collecting experiences and your knowledge of props.
By receiving our publication you will engage in positive ideas and information about set used props that will reverberate among all who share our passion!
We will complete the circle by fulfilling our desire to locate other prop collectors or anyone who has information to pass on.
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                                    “Forget Me Not” Season 3, Episode 17

                                         Prop of the month is the Xena Sword
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                                                                             Xena’s sword from Season One 

                                                                                   Notice the long hilt and large knob.
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          Xena’s Sword from Hercules Episode

“Unchained Heart”. Notice the long thin projection on the end.

 Also seen in “The Warrior Princcess” and “The Gauntlet”.
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 Sword style Season 2 through 6 that we are most familiar with.

Season One blooper from “Cradle of Hope” Lucy’s sword hits the ground and breaks the knob.  The early sword was very cumbersome and inspired the change.
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 This sword and scabbard is owned by Chris Clogston

The Original Xena Sword and Scabbard Prop -- obtained at the third Hercules and Xena Convention held by Creation Entertainment.  Santa Monica, CA January 23-24, 1999.  This auction win would set off a big controversy in the fan community over the amount that was paid for it.  It also set off a rash of thefts of similar swords from the XWP set in New Zealand.  Offered at Sunday's charity auction.

Below is a picture of a retractable Xena sword shown in the middle an unfinished sword and a regular Xena sword also owned by Chris, fantastic!

Interesting to see the variances in the blade width on all 3 swords.

We always wondered how Xena stuck her sword into the bad guys!

[image: image9.jpg]



                                                                                                                                                                                                       Page 4  

Here is a genuine set used Xena Sword For Sale! Asking price for this fabulous sword is $2,500 and comes with a COA from It’s a Wrap Hollywood. Kimba says Lucy used the sword so Please email Kimba to get more information  xwpargo@aol.com
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 Xena Scrolls Season 2, Episode 10  
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 Archived Information

Nominated for an Emmy award this fabulous Episode deserves mention

     The Bitter Suite

    Xena Goes to Wonderland

   According to Rob Tapert that is exactly what Bitter Suite was all about. They wanted
something to work out the rift between Gabrielle and Xena, and this story line of Alice in
Wonderland seemed to do it. Quotes Nglia Dickson, “ We worked night and day on the
costumes, preparing for the musical.” She says with pride and a touch of relief. “ I think it
worked incredibly well, especially since we didn’t get to hear the music until well into the
shooting. I couldn’t rely on that for the inspiration of my designs.” What Dickson could
rely on was specific creative direction from the episode’s main guru, producer Rob
Tapert. “ There were two things about ‘ Bitter Suite’ that were design start points, and
Rob was very helpful in establishing our approach,” recalls Dickson. “ One was that it
was all based on the look and feel of Tarot cards, and the other was that it was brightly
-colored; we wanted a very surrealistic quality to it. Now, if you look closely at our
different characters you’ll see that they represent different parts of the Tarot... Callisto
was based on the Fool, Gabrielle was the Empress, and so on. Filmically we don’t usually
want to work in such unnaturally hot colors, as we did with this one. So we did a lot of
experimenting in printing techniques that we never used before.”                             Page 5
In terms of particular costumes, “The War/Peace number was a real challenge, and we
drove Lucy crazy when we helmeted her for that one... but it was necessary, in order to
achieve that ‘warrior’ feel. The headdress for Xena as the High Priestess was another big
deal. It’s all based on copper and very complex. I remember our frustration....we put so
much time and effort into it, and then it’s on-screen for only a moment. But that’s the way
it goes sometimes...”
 In spite of painstaking preparation and the best of intentions, a concept
doesn’t play when the cameras finally roll and an adjustment is required. “ That happened
at least once on ‘Bitter Suite’.” Dickson recalls, “ Xena had this sort of tango with Ares.
She was originally meant to do that in the Charioteer’s costume, but I knew it was wrong
for that scene. So at the last minute, we made another costume which was the Death
costume. The only time she wears it was in that tiny tango bit, and to me, that was a real
highlight: to make that last minute adjustment, and then to pull it off successfully.
“ It’s all so challenging, though. There’s one part of you saying ‘ How can we possibly
achieve this thing, how much extraordinary work is required before it is done?’ And then
there’s another part of you that’s says ‘ Who cares? This is a great concept. Let’s give it
the old college try.’ Which is what we’re always doing down here, giving it the old
college try...”


Xena magazine issue # 3 Special Bitter Suite article. 

Thank you Kimba for re-typing and submitting the article to us!
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        This head dress is owned by Kimba                                        Bitter Suite Season 3, Episode 12

To date we do not know who has the dress and it has not shown up at any auctions?

If you have any information about this please mail us?
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Xenafunbarbie@aol.com 

                     The black wolf [image: image16.jpg]


S.1, Ep.11
Michael the mighty has made an important connection with a person that was integral to the prop department in the filming of Xena Warrior Princess.  Due to privacy we cannot disclose the name at this time but will call our source “The Black Wolf”.  Through this important contact we can bring you  information about the use and making of props.  We are committed to bringing you accurate information from this source.

                                   Hero Prop * Is Yours THE One?

        Xena’s sword & chakram, Gabrielle’s staff & sia’s, Iolaus’s sword, these and many more props were seen weekly on the two shows. We all want one of them and some of us own them now, but do you have THE one that was actually used on the day of shooting or any day of shooting? I had to ask myself this question when I received my “Gabrielle sword of Perdicus” that was listed as coming from the Xena season 2 episode “The Return of Callisto” I noted that 2 other collectors had one as well and it made me curious.  So I turned to The Black Wolf for answers:

 The Black Wolf  says “As far as numbers and sword types, over the years that Xena ran we recycled every sword that we made. You must realize we were working on the shows 7 days a week and although we made huge amounts of new props we also used as much of the molds and props from previous episodes as possible. With the swords we would make up to 6-8 aluminum ones for close-ups and publicity, the hard urethane/foam stunt/fight swords would be made in the multiples 30-40 per sword to be able to cope with the size the shows got to. The “Gabrielle sword of Perdicus” you have is unfortunately one of the generic swords we used for many different characters and stating that is THE “Gabrielle” sword from that episode would be very hard to justify. Then again the “Staff of Zarathrustra” that you have only a few were made and was not used for fighting so only 3-4 of that kind of prop were made. You must realize that only making one off props for a series like these is a dangerous predicament for the on-set standby props. If the “one off” prop was lost 
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or damaged and is being shot in two scenes not on the same day this could be a huge loss for the production company as far as story goes. So most things that are “Hero Props” and are easily seen we would have made more then one.”

 So with that information tucked under my belt I thought about my Gabby sword and other props that are sold as THE prop. So I asked a few fellow collectors what their take on the subject was and here are their replies. Thanks to them for allowing me to reprint these words:

**Response 1**

 “Hello Michael,
Emphasis on the word THE in a description could be irresponsible on the part of the seller, unless they can substantiate that the item is one-of-a-kind. If you can acquire a good screenshot to confirm that Gabrielle used this exact style of sword, then I think it is fair for you to sell it as "Gabrielle's stunt sword from Xena". Personally I would include additional information explaining that this would have been one of a limited number of said items. However, just because you have done the legwork to obtain some very specific information, it doesn't mean that you must openly share it in detail if you feel it is not in your best interest as a seller. 

"This cool looking stunt sword was used by Gabrielle (Renee O'Connor) in her role as Xena's faithful friend and sidekick in T.V.'s “XENA WARRIOR PRINCESS." 

I think something like this accentuates the positive aspects of your item while also being honest. Hope this helps you.”

Best Regards,
Steve Lacroix
Star Power Collectables http://www.spc4me.com/ 

**Response 2**

“While you cannot say it is THE sword, you can also not say that it is not.”

Tim Ketzer
http://www.ketzer.com/ 
 

   Response 3                                                                                                 Page 8
 “I think you'd be fine in simply stating it was an original prop sword from the show as used by Gabrielle and specify that there was more than one. As to whether it is a "stunt" or "hero"... personally, I'd avoid referring to it as a "stunt" unless the prop master referred to it as such.



Besides, aren't most stunt weapons made of rubber rather than resin? It's simply a secondary or background prop more than likely and if it's resin, I can't imagine it was ever used for any stunts and still be in one piece.

Sometimes it's better to not be too specific than to be overly specific and get details wrong in my opinion. That doesn't mean don't be honest and answer questions, mind you.

What it IS is an original sword prop as used by multiple characters in the show. If you have found a spot where it's screen-matched, you can say "screen-matched" and point it out for the potential buyers. If not, just sell it as an original prop.


It is pretty rare that there is only one prop and when that's the case, it's usually something that is fairly unimportant. I have a couple of one-of-a-kind items but they weren't integral to the movie, y'know? Anything that IS integral would have backups, especially hero or stunt props.”
Anonymous 
 

In conclusion, keep in mind The Black Wolf’s words when purchasing your favorite prop. Many a seller will tell you “for sure” it is THE Xena sword that Lucy used on the set and charge a higher price.  When in fact it could be that one out of the 40 that was never used…
 Till Swords Part
Michael the Mighty
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                                      FULL CIRCLE Hercules Season 6, Episode 8
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We will be featuring 3 props and wardrobe that were seen in both Hercules and Xena episodes. This is an opportunity to see the variations in workmanship and how individual and special each item is as they crossed over both series.

1. Hera’s costume

 Listed on ebay recently this wardrobe is now owned by Cynthia, fabulous!  Meg Foster as Hera wears the ensemble in both Xena and Hercules.  Notice Hera’s crown is gold in Hercules Episode and the pattern on the front of the dress is slightly different than the Xena Hera dress. The necklaces are clearly different also. 

Hera in Herc S4 Ep. 22 “Reunions”                                   Hera in Xena S5 Ep.12 “God Fearing Child”
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Sold on ebay
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2. Metal Sword

 owned by Barbie Arms
     This sword was seen in Xena Season One, Episode 3, Dream Worker. Gabrielle is seen with this style sword in a little shop where she ends up buying the infamous breast dagger.  A Mystic Warrior later in the episode also uses this type sword attempting to kill Gabrielle. The sword on top of the pile is from Hercules Season 2, Episode 12 “The Sword of Veracity”.   If you have seen this sword in any other episodes please let us know!  The pattern on the sword blade is extremely unique.

 Dream Worker Gabby in shop                      Sword of Veracity                Dream Worker Challenge
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3. Staff

owned by Michael Burnaugh

This staff was seen in Hercules Season 5, Episode 10, “Let There be Light” Hercules Season 5 episode 11 "Redemption" and also Xena Season 6 episode 19 "Many Happy Returns"and Xena Season 5, Episode 18 “Antony and Cleopatra
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 Mike’s Staff              Hercules, Let there be Light       Xena, Antony and Cleopatra
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                                                   Xena, Many Happy Returns
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 Our readers Kindred Spirits Season 5, Episode 17
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 Between the Lines Season 4 Episode 15

     If you would like to contribute to this publication or know a kindred spirit who would also like to receive our mailings please contact Barbie Arms at xenafunbarbie@aol.com or allaboutartgalry@aol.com.  They will be added to our mailing list!

We are now live on www.ausxip.com if you prefer you can view a copy there!

Please visit   

www.ausxip.com Exciting News! Mary D. posted our publication on this site, we will now get National exposure! Thank you Mary D., Awesome!  Also"Special Thanks to Mary D and AUSXIP for creating our beautiful Logo art" 
www.ketzer.com Great props

http://whoosh.org/epguide/misc/characters.html  Hercules, Xena & Young Hercules episode guide, We find this information to be invaluable!  

AUCTIONS COMING!

 LQQk out for ebay Xena Prop category auctions coming soon! Through the kindness of our Kindred Spirit, Julie, some exciting Xena props and wardrobe will be donated to Xena Prop House!  Xena Prop House will be auctioning off Xena items and proceeds will go to charity to be named.  We would like to run one auction a month so please check your inventory and see if you have any items to donate for good causes.  Participating in the auctions is a great way to own a piece of Xena history and show your support! I chose ebay member name inthelightofthemoon2 because I loved when Xena and Gabrielle would lay down at night under the stars and talk calmly together after a hard day!
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   THE GREATER GOOD Season 1, Episode 21
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     The costumes and props listed below were donated by Julie and sold at Xena conventions 2003 thru 2006 except the REAF (Richmond Ermet Aids Foundation) those costumes and the Rheingold ring were sold in an online auction the week Lucy was in their benefit.  All of the costumes were Lucy's, the silver maroon was from the episode "Livia" but it was Xena’s costume.   Please note that Lucy's favorite charity Starship and the Kevin Smith Trust are not US charities and not tax deductible.  
   If you would like to donate an item please contact Anita at creation entertainment, outback@creationent.com to donate for the Xena Conventions or Xena Prop House. 
Thank you, Julie, for your outstanding contributions to these charities you are a true inspiration to us all! Thank you to those that now own any of these costumes as your generosity and participation made such a huge impact!  Bravo!

It feels so good to give!!!!!

All costumes are Lucy's

$1000 Leather Maternity * Kevin Smith
$1200 Fabric Maternity * Seattle Mens C
$600 Destiny Sack dress * Starship
$450 Destiny Sack Dress * S G Komen
$500 Swim Suit F.F. & G * Kevin Smith
$1000 Annie Soul Possess * Starship
$3600 Bitter Suite Chariot * Kevin Smith
$750 Silver & Maroon Livia * Starship
$900 Gold Miss Amphipolis * REAF
$1800 Valkyrie * REAF
$2100 Roman Noble Legacy * REAF
S1400 Rheingold Ring * REAF
S700 Saki Bottle Finale * Starship
$850 Tracheotomy dagger * S Komen
$3500 Xena Sword * Starship
$250 Motherhood Cloak * World Vision 
$6000 Red Dress W,P,T * SMC
$850 Chakram * Starship        
$650 Xena Scrolls Sword * Lily's Kids

$28,100   Total

                                                                                                                                                    Page 14

 PARADISE FOUND Season 4, Episode 13
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Looking for a particular prop to add to your collection?     

Selling a prop or Wardrobe piece?

     We will be happy to assist you free of charge!

Just give us a description and picture of what you are looking for or selling and your contact information.  I will be happy to post it.  

For Sale

     Lynn Marston has a Gabrielle prototype bra top for sale seen in Season Five.  This beautiful top is $525.  Lynn takes Visa, Master card and AMX.  Lynn can be reached at email address missladylynnette@yahoo.com if you are interested or want to find out more information. She also has a big bias of cut scraps and a large piece of green leather from this lot purchase.
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Here is Xena’s Valkyrie Helmet For Sale as seen in “The Rheingold”, “The Ring” and “The Return of the Valkyrie”. Kimba says it was worn by Lucy.

This is gorgeous and the asking price is $1,900, comes with a COA from Prop Store of London.  Please email Kimba at xwpargo@aol.com to receive more detailed information regarding this fabulous helmet.
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WANTS

· Lilias Odell would love to find Valkyrie gauntlets to complete her wardrobe.  If you have any for sale please contact her at liliasodell@yahoo.co.uk
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· Mart Burrow is looking for silver earrings as seen worn by the Bacchae. He has a full wardrobe and would like to make it complete with the jewelry.  Please contact him at proxyblue@aol.com  if you have a pair for sale.
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· Mart would also like to find the silk hat as seen worn by Emperor Ming Tzu  in episode“The Debt ”He has the wardrobe and needs the hat to complete it.
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More Xena prop collections and for sale items.  Click on over to 

Movie Prop King at www.moviepropking.com
The Prop Store of London at www.propstore.com 

Screen Used at www.screenused.com 

It’s A Wrap Hollywood www.tvclothes.com  GOING LIVE!
                    Here is an awesome wood goblet owned by Lilias Odell seen in Season Four, Episode 4, “In sickness and in Hell”    Goblet from Xena                                                       Lilias Goblet
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       Here is a wardrobe piece and scrolls owned by Mart Burrow. 

    Below is a wardrobe piece was worn by a messenger in Season 5 Episode 18 “Antony and Cleopatra”. Notice how nice the items look on a mannequin and how he has it holding his scroll, very nice displays Mart!  
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These two scrolls were used in several places in the years of history....but the scroll on the left is the scroll from the episode "Here she comes Miss Amphipolis" it is made out of what seems to be home made crude paper (maybe papyrus) and is all hand painted, on the back side is all written characters. Some pictures were sent to Mart’s friend in Greece to see if they were written in Greek and she said it was not. Mike checked against actual Sanskrit writings and it does not seem to match.   

Season 2, Ep.11, “Here she comes Miss Amphipolis         Season 3, Ep. 8 “The King of Assassins”
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The scroll on the right was used in "Antony and Cleopatra" and in "King of Assassins". Both of these scrolls are trimmed with leather, wood dowels and resin seashells.
                   CUSTOM DISPLAY FOR YOUR TREASURES 

Do you need a quality wood and glass custom display case for your props? 

Available are very solid and well-made custom display cases from Starlite Expressions.  If you would like a custom display please email Terry at fl1221@hotmail.com.  They only ship in the United States.  I will work on finding a source for International collectors.      

Mannequins really compliment a complete wardrobe

You can get some great mannequins from Andreas Hoffman at FineMannequins.com. or eBay seller name 'finemannequinscom'.
eBay has some good prices on mannequins right now $80 to $100 but be careful of what is called eggshell mannequins that are made real light which could ding or break easily. The older/vintage models made by Wolf/vine or Greneker, Hindsgual, Rootstein or Dector are nice but they are high end and can cost several hundred but the resale is wonderful.

                                                                                                             Mart Burrow
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Here is a great source for custom display plaques
www.romansempireproductions.com/Display_Plaques.htm
                                 CERTIFICATES OF AUTHENTICITY

     Mike and Barbie keep their COA’s in an album with a screen capture or photo of the prop or wardrobe in a plastic protective sheet.  Here is a picture of Livia holding her sword on one side and the COA for my Livia sword on the other side.  I also used Xena basic trading cards like tabs to mark the different sections such as Swords, Wardrobe, Amazon Items, Set Dressing, etc.  Remember Mike and Barbie can email you the screen captures and you can either print them out at home on photo paper or email to any photo center to print them out for you. This is a great way to organize all of your valuable documents handy for reference.

Please share with us any ideas you have about COA’S
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Barbie Purchased her Livia Sword from Movie Prop King an awesome transaction!

Here is a cover Barbie did for Mike’s album!
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Barbie used Hercules and Xena sword letter openers, a chakram from a necklace, Xena and Herc pins and an old medieval latch to pull open the album!  You can really have fun with your album covers!

If you have a unique way to keep your documents please contact us we would love to post it in our next issue!
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                      Many Happy Returns! Season 6 Episode 19
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Please contact us we would love to hear from you! 

· We welcome any additional ideas or information you would like to share! Our publication is not effective without reader participation!
Have a question about props? Need research done? Contact xenaprophouse-mike@comcast.net
Our next August issue we would like to feature

· Props that were seen in only one episode.
· Collecting for the beginner
Xenafunbarbie@aol.com & xenaprophouse-mike@comcast.net 
Barbie Arms and Michael Burnaugh
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